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More Than Tree Plantings Come From California Arbor Week
Every year from March 7-14, Californians celebrate Arbor Week by planting and maintaining trees within their communities. This year [local organization] is planting XX trees throughout [city]. We’ve increased the number of trees we put into the ground during Arbor Week every year since [19XX] but we also want to increase our community’s awareness of how beneficial trees are to our communities.

I consider myself lucky to live in such an environmentally friendly state where for many of us trees are a part of our daily lives. Tree planting in California is at an all-time high. Last year, organizations and individuals statewide planted nearly 195,000 trees during Arbor Week. [Local organization] planted XX trees in 2010, more than any previous year. This year, our goal is to plant [total number of trees] more. 
Community leaders and contributors from all fields of business understand that trees are important for both practical and asthetic purposes. Energy companies encourage customers to plant trees to reduce their air conditioning costs. Shop owners located on tree-lined streets tend to see more customers. Realtors understand that large trees can add 10 percent to property value. Tree filled communities tend to be safer, more sociable and healthier for residents. 
The majority of the public is not against trees, they’re indifferent. But they shouldn’t be. Study after study links urban greenery to improved public health: 40 percent fewer people are overweight or obese, residents are three times as likely to be physically active, children have reduced symptoms of attention deficit disorder, hypertention and asthma, and stress levels are lower.
If the intangible benefits to trees in our environment aren’t enough evidence, what about the dollars and cents? A study done about trees in the Inland Valley showed that one large tree will provide over $2,700 in environmental and other benefits over its lifetime. That’s a 333-percent return on investment. For 100 large public trees, communities can save over $190,000 in 40 years. 
While our organization does what we can locally, California ReLeaf is leading the statewide effort. Last year, they funded 33 projects with localized organizations that will result in over 23,000 trees planted, and the creation or retention of nearly 200 jobs and job training for scores of young people over the next two years. Because of our partnership with California ReLeaf, when you celebrate California Arbor Week locally, you’ll be celebrating with the rest of the state as well.
This California Arbor Week and in the months and years to come, we need more support. Neighbors can come together and help each other plant trees on their property. Volunteers can donate materials or their time to plant trees at local parks or in school play yards. Communities that work together to plant trees forge bonds that can’t be measured through the tons of carbon dioxide removed from the air or gallons of rainwater collected by trees. These are the relationships that lead to a greater understanding amongst neighbors and the inner peace that comes from living in a greener community.
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